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ALL NEW ALLISON AND ROBERTO MIGNONE HALLS OF GEMS AND MINERALS 
TO OPEN ON FEBRUARY 17, 2021	

PERMANENT HALLS TO INCLUDE NEW TEMPORARY EXHIBITION SPACE,  
THE MELISSA AND KEITH MEISTER GALLERY, OPENING WITH BEAUTIFUL CREATURES, 

 A CELEBRATION OF VINTAGE AND CONTEMPORARY JEWELRY INSPIRED BY ANIMALS

The American Museum of Natural History today announced that it will open the all-new 
Allison and Roberto Mignone Halls of Gems and Minerals on February 17, 2021. A brilliant 
showcase for one of the greatest collections of its kind and an engaging guide to recent 
science about our dynamic planet, the 11,000-square-foot halls will feature: 

• recently acquired specimens, including a 3,000-pound block of iridescent green and
blue labradorite, two remarkable amethyst geodes which, at 12 and 9 feet tall, are 
among the world’s largest on public display, and a slice of a fossilized tree called a 
metasequoia that lived between 35 and 33 million years ago; 

• visitor favorites like the Singing Stone, a massive block of vibrant blue azurite and
green malachite that was first exhibited at the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago, and 
legendary gems such as the 563-carat “Star of India” sapphire and 632-carat Patricia 
Emerald; 

• a luminous gallery featuring a wall-sized panel of rock glowing fluorescently in
brilliant orange and green; 



• and the halls’ first temporary exhibition space, the Melissa and Keith Meister 
Gallery, opening with Beautiful Creatures, a celebration of exquisite historic and 
contemporary jewelry inspired by animals, with pieces by Cartier, Tiffany & Co., 
and Van Cleef & Arpels, as well as by contemporary designers such as Bina Goenka. 
 

The halls’ redesigned exhibits, featuring about 5,000 specimens from 95 countries, will tell 
the fascinating stories of how mineral diversity arose, the environments in which minerals 
form, how scientists classify them, and how humans have used them throughout history for 
personal adornment, tools, and technology. 
 
“Generations of New Yorkers have loved the Museum’s mineral and gem halls, storing up 
memories of family visits and marveling at the glamorous displays of utterly spectacular 
minerals and gems, while learning about the latest scientific explanations for their 
formation. Now, as New York continues to endure the many challenges posed by COVID-
19, we are proud to be among the first major new museum spaces to open,” said Ellen V. 
Futter, President of the American Museum of Natural History. “These magnificent halls 
remain true to the traditions that New Yorkers cherish while signaling the reawakening of 
the entire City.” 
 
“When I first started as a curator at the Museum over 40 years ago, the most recent version 
of these galleries had just opened,” said George E. Harlow, a curator in the Museum’s 
Division of Physical Sciences and curator of the new halls. “Science has progressed 
significantly in that time, such as with the concept of mineral evolution. These new exhibits 
will present to the public our current scientific understanding of gems and minerals, 
present the environments in which they form, and emphasize the intimate relationship 
between minerals and life.” 
 
The Halls of Gems and Minerals are named for Roberto and Allison Mignone, long-time 
Museum supporters and volunteers. Roberto Mignone is a Museum Trustee and Allison 
Mignone is vice chair of the Museum’s Campaign. The new temporary exhibition space is 
named for Melissa and Keith Meister. Keith Meister is a Museum Trustee.  
 
“Halls like these are crucial and tangible teaching tools that communicate the incredible 
variety of minerals on Earth and how they relate to our lives,” said Allison Mignone. “The 
mission of the entire museum is really to educate and inspire—these newly renovated halls 
will awaken a sense of wonder and awe for the natural world and create excitement about 
scientific discovery for all visitors and generations to come.” 
 
The special exhibition Beautiful Creatures, curated by jewelry historian Marion Fasel, 
presents some of the world’s most spectacular jewelry pieces inspired by animals, with 
imaginative designs by the world’s great jewelry houses and artisans—from Cartier’s iconic 
panthers to Suzanne Belperron’s butterflies. The sparkling pieces on view range in date 
from the mid-19th century to the present. Displays are arranged into the categories of 
animals observed in the air, water, and land. 

 



With exhibits that support New York State and national science education standards, the 
halls will serve as a vital resource for school and camp groups, educators, and graduate 
students in the Museum’s Master of Arts in Teaching program, which provides a 
specialization in Earth science for teachers of grades 7 through 12. Through interactive 
exhibits, including a dynamic periodic table of elements that allows visitors to “make 
minerals,” outstanding specimens, and media, the halls will explore the fundamentals, from 
what constitutes a mineral to how many “evolved” on Earth.  

 
The halls have undergone renovation as part of the physical and programmatic initiatives 
undertaken in conjunction with the 150th anniversary celebration of the Museum, which 
was founded in 1869. These projects will culminate in the opening of the Richard Gilder 
Center for Science, Education, and Innovation, a major new facility that will house 
exhibition galleries, education spaces, and collections. 

 
The Mignone Halls of Gems and Minerals are curated by George E. Harlow, curator in the 
Museum’s Division of Physical Sciences. The halls are designed by Ralph Appelbaum 
Associates with the American Museum of Natural History’s award-winning Exhibition 
Department under the direction of Lauri Halderman, vice president for exhibition. Marion 
Fasel is guest curator for the Beautiful Creatures exhibition. 

 
Museum Reopening and New Health Protocols  
The Museum reopened to the public on September 9, following the longest closure in its 
150-year history, with new protocols instituted to protect the health and safety of visitors. 
The Museum is open Wednesday-Sunday, from 10 am to 5:30 pm, and attendance is limited 
in the building to 25 percent of normal visitation to allow ample room for physical 
distancing. Facial coverings are required for all staff and visitors ages 2 and up. Advance 
ticket reservations are required and can be made at amnh.org or through the Museum’s 
Explorer app. 
 

Allison and Roberto Mignone Halls of Gems and Minerals 

The Museum gratefully acknowledges Allison and Roberto Mignone for their leadership support of 
the redesigned Halls of Gems and Minerals.  
   
Generous support has been provided by Melissa and Keith Meister, the Arthur Ross Foundation, and 
Kenneth C. Griffin.  
   
Additional support has been provided by the John & Amy Griffin Foundation and the City of New 
York.  
 
Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Program 
 
With deepest appreciation, the Museum acknowledges Kathryn W. Davis for her generous founding 
support of the Master of Arts in Science Teaching (MAT) Program. Leadership support for the MAT 
program is provided by The Shelby Cullom Davis Charitable Fund.  



   
Generous support has been provided by the Bezos Family Foundation.  
   
The MAT program is supported in part by the U.S. Department of Education under Grant Numbers 
U336S140026 and U336S190042 and the National Science Foundation under Grant Number DUE-
1852787.  
   
Additional support has been provided by The Rice Family Foundation and Nancy B. and Hart 
Fessenden.    

 

ABOUT THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY (AMNH) 

The American Museum of Natural History, founded in 1869 and currently 

celebrating its 150th anniversary, is one of the world’s preeminent scientific, educational, 

and cultural institutions. The Museum encompasses more than 40 permanent exhibition 

halls, including those in the Rose Center for Earth and Space, as well as galleries for 

temporary exhibitions. The Museum’s approximately 200 scientists draw on a world-class 

research collection of more than 34 million artifacts and specimens, some of which are 

billions of years old, and on one of the largest natural history libraries in the world. 

Through its Richard Gilder Graduate School, the Museum grants the Ph.D. degree in 

Comparative Biology and the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) degree, the only such free-

standing, degree-granting programs at any museum in the United States. The Museum’s 

website, digital videos, and apps for mobile devices bring its collections, exhibitions, and 

educational programs to millions around the world. Visit amnh.org for more information. 
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Image: An exhibition staff member installs specimens in the new Allison and Roberto Halls of 
Gems and Minerals, which are scheduled to open to the public on February 17, 2021, at the 
American Museum of Natural History. 
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